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January 2011 

Deadline for  
the February Issue of         

The Flock:  
Thursday, January  20  

For the New year  
 

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)  

A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)  

P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18)  

P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)  

Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)  
 

N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)  

E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)  

W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)  
 

Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11,16)  

E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)  

A  im at sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)  

R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15, 16)  
 

— Gus Nichols  
 



January 23 (Epiphany 3) 
1 Corinthians 1:10 
“Which Direction is ‘North’?” 
 
January 30 (Epiphany 4) 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
“Stronger in Christ”   

January 2 (Christmas 2) 
Numbers 6:22-26 
“Blessed … in the Name” 
 
January 9 (Baptism of our Lord)  
Isaiah 42:1-4; Matthew 3:16 -17 
“The Lord’s Anointed” 
 
January 16 (Epiphany 2) 
1 Corinthians 1:4-8 
“Life Together – Life in Christ” 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Worship at Good Shepherd in January 

SPECIAL DATES 
Please mark your calendars for the following events: 
 
New Years Day  January 1 

Epiphany Day  January 6 

Baptism of Our Lord  January 9 
 Mission Sunday (Seminarian Norman Frink) 

MLK, Jr. Day (LLPS/D open) January 17 

Mite Sunday  January 23 

THE FLOC K 

January is Commitment Month 
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“ Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.”  (Galatians 6:9)  
 

It’s a new year. 2010 is over; 2011 is beginning. 
Like with most new things, this new year is full of 
potential. We do not know what direction the Lord 
is going to take us. If I’m reading the signs of the 
times around us, I’m certain that this new year will 
be very eventful and has the possibility of bringing 
us into a new era of ministry at Good Shepherd. 

So let’s take a moment and consider, at the 
beginning of a new year, the past of this 
congregation we call Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church. It’s been some 60+ years since we started 
meeting together; first at the Capitol Hill Club 
House and then in our own facilities. It’s been 61 
years since the building we now know as the Annex 
was dedicated and 58 years since our present 
worship facility entered the Lord’s service. Over the 
years we have had 8 pastors, 9 vicars, 4 DCE field 
workers, and 1 DCE serve us. Numerous teachers 
and aides have been part of Little Lambs. And 
hundreds of people over the years have gathered in 
the sanctuary to worship the Lord, sing His praises, 
offer their prayers, mourn the dead, rejoice at 
weddings, and celebrate baptisms and 
confirmations. 

All of these things are laudable. In fact, they are, 
in many ways, exactly what we would expect a 
church to do. We expect a church to educate young 
and old, minister to the sick and dying, marry, bury, 
and baptize. But it’s a new year and a new era. The 
church still needs to, has to, be about worship, 
education, and ministry. But now, there’s more. The 
church needs to connect with its neighbors, develop 
relationships, and to show that it truly is part of its 

community. When the community knows that the 
church cares about the community, the community 
will care about the church. It wasn’t too long ago 
that one of my unchurched acquaintances 
reminded me of that. She said, “Being connected to 
the community is exactly what I expect a church to 
be doing.” Notice what she focused on - connection 
to community, relationship building – not what we 
may expect of the church. 

So, in reality, it’s both. We need to worship, 
pray, praise, educate, and be in ministry to and 
with each other. We also need to connect with our 
community, build relationships with those in our 
neighborhood so that we can have the chance to 
minister to them. To be very honest, what our 
community expects of us takes time and effort. But 
if we listen to the words of the apostle Paul in 
Galatians 6:9 it’s also very rewarding. A harvest will 
be reaped at the proper time, God’s time, if we are 
faithful and do not give up.  

Shepherding People to Jesus 

 

 

 

Pastor Paul   
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Pastoral Ponderings 

What’s Your Pastor Reading? 
Our congregation’s involvement with the Transforming 
Churches Network brings a number of books across my 
desk to read. I would like to encourage you to read what 
I’m reading, and to discuss the readings with me. A word 
of note: I don’t agree with everything I read, and I’m 
pretty sure you won’t, either. I do, however, encourage 
you to read what I’m reading, to filter through the 
agreeable and disagreeable, and talk to me about your 
impressions of each book. 

Direct Hit by Paul Bourden 
Visioneering by Andy Stanley 

Breaking the Missional Code by Ed Stetzer & David Putman  
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We are excited to offer students computer and 
simple gymnastics classes in the afternoons after nap 
and snack period.  Parents can elect to sign their 
child up, and pay individually.  We did computers 
last year and had a successful time.  We will be 
using the basement a little more in the afternoons but 
as in the past, I am sure with cooperation all will 
work out very well. 

It is strange to be writing this before Christmas as 
if it was over.  However, I trust you all had a 
wonderful holiday with family and friends taking the 
opportunity of once again honoring the birthday of 
our Savior and King. 

Remember it is time to find us some additional 
students; your help would be most appreciated. 

Miss Shirley.  

Little Lambs Happenings  
A new year means we are already almost half-way 

through the school year, and so we must get really 
serious about learning now.  When the Bears (our 4-
year old class) leave for kindergarten, we want them 
to be at the top of the class ready to continue learning 
to read and all those many things school has for them.  
The one thing we are sure is that they will all know 
Jesus as their very special friend, that they have good 
manners, and are very kind boys and girls. 

Over the holidays we added 2 after school 
students, a former preschooler and his older sister; 
their mother has a job across the street and we are oh 
so convenient and thrilled to welcome these two. We 
also get the two Parker boys all day four days a week.  
Joey will be three - watch out teacher Lois and Myra! 

A special thank you to everyone who came to our 
special Christmas program; the kids worked hard and 
enjoyed performing.  Our students also enjoyed 
coming to school extra days for our Christmas party 
and a walk up the street to All Comfort Nursing 
Home to sing for the seniors there.  It was so special, 
they called and asked when we were coming instead 
of us calling and asking when can we come?  The 
community knows we are here.  Thank you Jesus. 

A LOOK BACK AT 2010  

December 2010 :           Year-To-Date as of 12/27/10  
Offerings: $19,366.44      Income: $231,133.61 
School Revenue: $4,730.85           Expenses: $241,055.14 
Investment Income: $1,247.02     Net Loss: -$9,921.53 
Fundraising: $921.75 
Total: $26,266.06         
Expenses: $20,815.38 
Net Income: $5,450.68  
 
In order to meet budgeted expenses in 2011, monthly income must be 

at least $21,458 (weekly: $4,952). 
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Transforming Churches Network  
If you are a donor, or if you can make this financial 

commitment over the course of the next 5 years, we 
are asking that all giving for TCN be designated 
directly to TCN. You can do this in one of two ways; 
first, you can designate on your offering envelope 
which portion of your offering you desire to go 
toward TCN in the blanks on the front of your 
envelope; or second, you can make a special offering 
envelope marked “TCN” with your envelope number. 

Everything received for TCN will go directly to our 
congregation’s obligations for TCN. Your prayerful 
consideration of this important ministry is strong 
encouraged and greatly appreciated. 

For those who haven’t heard, the Voters Assembly 
adopted the Transforming Churches Network as part 
of our congregation’s ministry with a vote of 67% 
approval. In the short term, this means that Pastor 
Frerichs will be attending monthly Learning 
Community meetings with pastors from Vancouver, 
Washougal, and Sandy. At those meetings, he is 
learning more about being mission and outreach 
focused in his own ministry and he is also working 
with the Council on their own mission and outreach 
focus. Eventually, sometime in the next 6-9 months, 
at our request, a consultant from TCN will come and 
evaluate the ministry at Good Shepherd, pointing out 
our five greatest strengths, our five most significant 
weaknesses, and giving us five prescriptions for 
growth. The results of the consultation will be shared 
with the congregation by the consultant at a 
congregational meeting. Within 4-6 weeks of the 
consultation congregational meeting, a Voters 
Assembly will be called for the purpose of an up or 
down vote on the growth prescriptions.  

This is being shared with you for two reasons. 
First, the entire congregation was not present for the 
November Voters Assembly where this decision was 
made and you have a right to know. Second, like 
most things, TCN does cost, and the Voters Assembly 
passed TCN with the understanding that it would be 
funded outside of the budget that was also approved 
in November. The costs for TCN are significant for our 
congregation and several members have volunteered 
to sacrificially give to fund it. Please see the chart 
below: 

TCN Cost Estimates with 5% LCEF Loan (Donors) 
Total cost: $7,500    
Cost w/ 5% interest: $9,375  
 
10 donors (@ 5% interest): $937.50         
Divided by 5 yrs. (@ 5% interest): $187.50    
Divided by 12 mos. (@ 5% interest): $15.33         
Divided by 4 Sundays (@ 5% interest): $3.91 

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer 
and even once say I.  

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer 
and even once say My.  

 
Nor can you pray the Lord's Prayer 

and not pray for one another,  
To ask God for “our” daily bread, 
you must include your brother.  

 
For others are included ... in each 

and every plea,  
From the beginning to the end of it, 

it does not once say Me. 



Curt (for safe travel) 

Brad & Rick (for peace) 

Nesta (for peace and comfort) 

Chris (for healing) 

Kathryn’s family (for safe travel to Japan) 

Myra (for healing) 

Darryl (for healing) 

Vera (for pace) 

Rionn (for healing) 

Raili (for healing) 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 
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During recent weeks, the Good Shepherd family prayed for:  

Michael, Mike, Don, Tracy, Joe, Jackie, Glen, 
Judy and Kathryn (continued prayers for 
healing from cancer) 

Rosa Flath (thanksgiving for restored health) 

David (for recovery from addictions) 

Brian (for healing) 

Theresia (for healing) 

Tammy (for healing) 

Trish (for healing) 

Cheryl (for healing) 

Stan (for healing) 

Family of Helen (for peace)  

Jon & Lynette (thanksgiving on pregnancy) 

Barb & Linda (for safe travel) 

Steve (for healing) 

Bob (that he come to faith) 

Rachel (for peace) 

If you are not already participating, please do consider becoming a part of our Prayer Circle Fellowship.  It 
takes very little time on the part of each person—your immediate prayer about the request and a telephone 
call to the next person in the circle.  A brief request gets around quickly, and in that way, many people are 
praying about the same request. 
Our email strand also has many participants.  If you choose to be a part of the e-mail chain, we just ask that 
you join your prayers to ours in answer to the specific prayer request.   
To be added to either list, contact Dorinne Ross at 503-671-9087 or Bev Olson at olambchop@comcast.net 

Please notify the prayer chain or church office with updates or new 
prayer requests.  

Each year the LWML picks several causes to give Christmas gifts to with money raised throughout the 
year.  This year, one of those causes was the new group home supported by Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Homes in the Dominican Republic (related to our Bethesda Lutheran Homes).  Please see the insert with 
this Newsletter for the latest information about that new group home. 
The next LWML quarterly meeting will be on Thursday, March 3.  All ladies are welcome. 
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Norman Frink     January 1  

Joseph Parker     January 4  

Kathryn Ehlers     January 8  

Dick Jepson     January 8  

Nancy Ebsen     January 9  

Elijah Schutz     January 15  

Grant Howell     January 16  

Amanda Howell     January 16  

Judy Mansfield     January 23  

Spencer Feryn     January 31  

Dorinne Ross     January 31  

Stephanie Walczak    January 31  

God’s Blessings and Congratulations to all who are 
celebrating special days this month!  

We strive to keep our records as up to date as possible.  If we missed 
your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!  

Please make note of Katie Schutz’ cell phone number:  
971-570-1882 

(The number in the directory belongs to Elijah).  

Gene & Doris Van Gordon  21 years  January 13  



Good Shepherd is now a Fan 
Page!  Just type “Good 
Shepherd” in the Search Bar 
and click on Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church—SW 
Portland, then LIKE!  Keep 
up to date with all the latest 
happenings, and tell your 
friends what’s going on! 

Who is Good Shepherd? The 
people of Good Shepherd are 
people just like you. They are 
young and old and in-between.  
They have jobs and families and 
many interests. They also love 
Jesus who is their Savior. We 
would like to get to know you 
too. 

[Jesus said:] “I am the Good 
Shepherd; I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me—just as the 
Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay my life down 
for the sheep.” 

(John 10: 14-15) 

Worship focuses the heart, 
mind, and spirit on God so that 
our strength is focused on 
accomplishing His will. 

Sunday Services: Our Sunday 
worship services vary in form, 
but remain firmly focused on the 
Lordship of Jesus and His saving 
nature in our lives. The differing 
forms allow individuals to best 
express their love for God. 

Celebration of Faith: The 
more formal of our worship 
forms, utilizes formal liturgy and 
traditional hymns. 

Faith Celebration: A praise 
service with lead singers, backed 
by a live praise ensemble. The 
music is lively and relevancy is 
the key ingredient. 

A Few Words About Worship at Good Shepherd 

Shepherding People to Jesus 

We’re on the web! 
www.ShepherdingToJesus.org 

3405 SW Alice St. 
Portland, OR 97219 

GO O D SHEPHER D 
LU T HER AN CHU R CH  

Phone: (503) 244-4558 
Fax: (503) 244-1396 

Email: office@shepherdingtojesus.org 

Shepherding People to Jesus 


