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July 2009 

Deadline for  
the August Issue of         

The Flock:  
Thursday, July 23  

The call was made and we’ve 
answered it!  Thrivent Builds, paired 
with Habitat for Humanity, called for 
50 Lutherans in 50 Days to finish their 
fourth home in the Portland area.  Be 
there with us on July 11 as we don our 
work boots and gloves and make the 
home ownership dream a reality for 
seven local families at 8116 SE 
Martins (across from Calvary Lutheran 
Church). 

The day will 
begin at 8:30 
am and run 
until 4:00 pm.  
V o l u n t e e r s 
must wear closed-toed shoes and 
should wear light, comfortable clothing 
in layers according to the weather 
(we’ll be there rain or shine!).  
Remember to bring sunscreen, water 
bottle, lunch and snacks, and your hand 
tools if you have them (personal power 
tools are not allowed). 

Habitat for Humanity’s mission is: 
To  bu ild par tnerships amo ng 
volunteers, families and the community 
to transform lives and revitalize 
neighborhoods by enabling families in 
need to earn and own a simple, decent, 
affordable home.   Their values  
include: 

 

�x�� Diversity and Inclusiveness – We 
believe that all people  deserve a 
simple, decent place to live, and 
have something to contribute in 
building homes and hope for the 
good of all. 

�x�� Homeownership – We believe in 
the power of homeownership to 
affirm dignity, encourage hope and 
transform lives by breaking the 
cycle of poverty. 

�x�� Families as Partners – We believe 
that dignity is promoted not simply 
by living in an adequate house, but 
by fully contributing to the process 
of building and buying that home 
and helping others acquire adequate 
shelter. 

�x�� Volunteerism - We believe in the 
volunteer spirit and are committed 
to offering rewarding volunteer 
experiences. 

�x�� Stewardship – We are committed 
to excellence, to efficient use of our 
financial, environmental and human 
resources, and we are accountable 
to our funders, volunteers, and 
family partners. 

Come Build with Us 



July 26 & 29 (Pentecost 8) 
Ephesians 3:16-19 
“If God is Good Why Aren’t His People?”  

July 5 & 8  (Pentecost 5) 
2 Timothy 3:16 -17 
“Is the Bible Really True?” 
 
July 12 & 15 (Pentecost 6) 
Ephesians 1:13-14 
“Is Hell Real?” 
 
July 19 & 22 (Pentecost 7) 
John 14:1-6 
“Is Jesus Really the Only Way?” 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Worship in July: “Faith Questions”  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
10 Great Dates (#7)  July 10 

Habitat for Humanity Build July 11 

Mission Sunday – Pregnancy Resource Center July 12 

Great American Bake Sale July 22 

Mite Box Sunday July 26 

THE FLOC K 

SPECIAL DATES 
Independence Day July 4 
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“In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may 
see your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven.”   

(Matthew 5:16)  
 

For the last several years our congregation has 
been operating with the mission statement 
“Shepherding People to Jesus.”  In my personal and 
humble opinion, this is a wonderful statement, for it 
focuses us on the Great Commission in Matthew 
28:19-20 of going to all nations to teach what Jesus 
has done for them, to baptize them into the faith, and 
to remember that our Lord Jesus is with 
us wherever we may be.  But I have a 
feeling that our mission statement has 
become like many other mission 
statements in many other organizations 
and churches over time – just words on 
a page or a plaque on the wall.  

How do we “Shepherd People to Jesus”?  We do so 
by “Connecting … Growing … and Serving.”  Let’s take 
some time to briefly look at each of these aspects of 
our mission statement. 

Connecting  – The best place to connect to Jesus is 
when we are in places He has guaranteed Himself to 
be: in the Means of Grace; the Word of God and the 
Sacraments of Baptism and Lord’s Supper.  In short, 
the best place to connect to Jesus is in the context of 
worship.  We connect to Jesus because all that we do 
as believers is dependent on Him.  Jesus said, “I am 
the Vine and you are the branches.  If a man remains 
in Me and I in him he shall bear much fruit, for apart 
from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)  So we 
gather for worship, to hear God’s Word, to receive the 
Sacraments, and for our faith to be strengthened in 
fellowship with the body of believers at Good 
Shepherd. 

Growing  – A strong faith connected to Jesus must 
be fed in order for it to be useful for the kingdom of 
God. As we are connected to Jesus we are moved to 
growth – the growth God calls us to as we move 
deeper in our life with Him.  Growth does best happen 

in a small group setting.  Small groups provide a 
safe place for deeper growth; a place where 
people share mutual concern for each other, hear 
the cries of each other’s hearts, and are willing to 
lift each other up in prayer.  Small groups may 
take different shapes themselves, from Bible 
study groups, interest groups, and groups purely 
for fellowship.  Each small group can establish its 
own meeting schedule, but the more frequent 
the better.   

Serving  – Growth naturally leads to service.  
Service takes the people of God away from the 
church building and places them squarely in the 

middle of the community.  Service 
enables the Christian to show what 
discipleship in Jesus’ name looks 
like.  Service is not to be an area of 
ministry that is forced, but we 
continue in connecting and growing 
disciples so that they are spiritually 

mature enough to serve.  Some may be ready to 
serve right away; others may take years to get to 
the area of service.  Each person has their own 
track to service, but it is should be expected that 
each believer will find a way to serve the Lord in 
the community with other believers and with the 
encouragement of the church. 

“Shepherding People to Jesus through 
Connecting … Growing … and Serving.”  This is 
our mission, but the bigger question is what does 
this look like?  What does it mean to shepherd 
people to our Lord in this way?  This is called 
vision and is something that needs to be cast and 
recast so that we do not forget why we do the 
things that we do.  May the Lord bless us in this 
process! 

Shepherding People to Jesus 
 

 

 

 

—Pastor Paul 
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Pastoral Ponderings 

What is our 
mission? 
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Ministry Funds Received in 
the Month of June: 

Week of May 31: $3,144.80 

Week of June 7: $7,739.31 

Week of June 14: $4,999.20 

Week of June 21*: $1,560.50 

Total: $17,443.81 

Year to Date: $127,339.18 

Ministry Funds Needed to Meet 
Budgeted Expenses: 

Weekly: $5,757; Monthly: $24,947 

Budgeted Expenses Jan-June: 149,682.00 

Actual Expenses 1/1/09-5/31/09: $125,309.22 

Total Income 1/1/09-5/31/09: $112,325.67 

 

*Sunday Only 

Mission Sunday is the 2nd 
Sunday of the month 

TITHING 

Tithing teaches an 
awareness of the presence 
of God.  The principle 
behind tithing is that every 
material thing … although 
you may call it yours … 
actually belongs to God. 

God owns it all: your 
land, your property, your 
income, your life.  This is 
God’s world.  When you 
tithe, you are only setting 
apart for God’s use one-
tenth of God’s money that 
has been entrusted to you.  
The people who tithe do so 
because they know whose 
world this is. 

What is a steward?  
One definition states that a steward is a 
person who manages the affairs of a 
household or an estate for the owner.  In 
the Christian sense, a steward is the 
manager of the affairs of God on earth.  
God has made each of us a steward and 
has given us abilities and talents that are 
unique for each of us to use in that work.  
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What is the Great American Bake Sale? 

Share Our Strength's Great American Bake Sale is a national campaign that mobilizes Americans to 
end childhood hunger by holding bake sales in their communities. Great American Bake Sale 
proceeds are granted to organizations in communities across America to help provide at-risk children 
with nutritious meals when they’re needed most during the summer, and after school.  Since 2003, 
more than 1.3 million people have participated in Great American Bake Sale, raising nearly $5 
million.  

Why Are We Holding a Bake Sale? 

�x�� 100% of  the funds raised helps feed kids. 
�x�� Funds raised from our local bake sale stay local, supporting after-school and summer feeding 

programs in our community — food programs that hundreds and thousands of kids depend on. 
�x�� It's a fun solution with a large impact! 
�x�� You don't have to train for six months to run a marathon or make a large donation to make a huge 

difference! 

What Can I Do to Help? 

�x�� Bake your favorite cookies, cakes, pies, etc. and bring them to the Bake Sale on July 22 to sell 
�x�� Join us on July 22 and buy up all the goodies we’ll be offering 
�x�� Donate to the cause directly, checks made payable to Good Shepherd with “Great American Bake 

Sale” in the memo line may be given to Jim Geres, or donate online at www.gabs.strength.org  

JULY 22 
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When we think of July we usually think of the 
4th, our country's Independence Day.  And, we 
celebrate!  It’s a date that reminds us of our 
independence from Britain, our freedom from 
religious oppression.  Our forefathers fought dearly 
for that freedom and wars and battles since then 
have reminded us of how valuable and dear are our 
liberty and country. 

Many hymns and songs have been written about 
our nation and freedom.  We have a section in our 
hymnal devoted to that subject. (LW 497-502). 

This month we’ll sing several hymns from that 
section: “God Bless Our Native land” (LW 497) and 
“God of Our Fathers” (LW 501). 

As we celebrate, let’s also remember those who 
fought and died to keep us free. 

 “God bless America, land that I love, 
 Stand beside her and guide her with 
 A light from above.” 

May our country be safe—and steadfast in HIM! 

Arleen Keyne 
Director, Music Ministries 

 

Independence 

1. Speak to the other person first. Don’t wait for him or her to take the initiative.  

2. If there is someone you don’t know, introduce yourself to him or her.  

3. Be pleasant in your words and expressions. A great church cannot be built with frowns.  

4. Invite newcomers to a worship service or to a church event and introduce them to other 
members.  

5. Encourage people to participate in those church activities that interest them.  

5 Steps to a Friendlier Church 

GRACE IS A GIFT 
 

When we work an eight-hour 
day and receive eight hours' pay 
for our efforts, that is a WAGE.  

When we compete with an 
opponent and receive a trophy for 
our superior performance, that is a 
PRIZE.  

When we receive something in 
recognition for our service or 
achievement, that is an AWARD.  

But when we can earn no wage, 
can win no prize and deserve no 
award — yet we receive such a gift 
— that is unmerited favor. That is 
undeserved kindness. That is 
GRACE. 
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“Daddy, I want teachers who know how to teach 
me.”         

“May the God of peace…equip you with 
everything good for doing His will”  (Heb. 13:30-31).        

While the best-case scenario is an administrator 
with a master’s degree and 
teachers with bachelor’s 
degrees, this is not always 
possible given the low salaries 
of childcare workers.  If these 
degrees are not present, there 
are other ways for teachers to be 
equipped for working with 
children.  Many community 
colleges have two-year degrees 
in child development which go 
a long way in helping teachers 
know what is best for children.  
There are also continuing 
education programs available 

outside of the center. It is a good thing when the center 
takes an “education” day for the entire staff to attend a 
conference.   

[LITTLE LAMBS STAFF DOES THIS!] 

A good center will be able to point to in-service 
topics provided for staff to keep everyone updated on 
teaching and safety issues. 
 
… DUE TO THE LENGTH OF THE ARTICLE, IT 
WILL BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH. 
Any questions, please come and talk with me and 
share your concerns, you just may have the answer we 
need. 

M. Shirley Schwartz, Director 
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YOUR Preschool/Daycare 
This article is taken from a publication received 

from the LCMS District and Congregational 
Services – School Ministry publication.  October 
2008 

Young children can be a mystery.  They don’t 
think, behave, communicate, or learn like their 
parents or even older siblings.  They have their 
own way of doing things that supports the 
learning goals with which God blessed them. 

When it’s time to find a good early childhood 
center/preschool, it’s also time to think like a 
child and find what works for them.  If a child 
could evaluate programs and communicate that to 
you, here is what he or she would be looking for: 

 “Mommy, I want a place that is safe.” 

“But let all who take refuge in you be 
glad” (Ps. 5:11).     

Children have an uncanny knack for finding 
unsafe ways to play or explore.  For this reason, 
centers need to be one step ahead of children in order 
to best keep them safe.  A vigilant and gentle 
discipline system is vital.  A clean and well kept 
center has taken the first step toward safety.  Spaces 
should be designed to fit and entice children so they 
are led to safe ways of playing and exploring. 

It is an imperative that a center be licensed.  This 
indicates that the site and staff have been inspected, 
required to follow laws, and most likely trained in first 
aid and CPR.  Beyond licensing, many centers have 
sought state and national accreditation.  These centers 
have gone the extra mile to examine all they do to be 
sure it is safe and effective. 

[LITTLE LAMBS IS!]  

“When a center 
integrates faith into 
everything they do, 

your child is 
surrounded by the 

love of God.” 

“The faces of children are proof enough of God.”  
—Source Unknown  
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Enter G.A.D.G.E.T.s* Garage 
Discover that God’s Always Doing 

Great, Exciting Things. 
Witness the wonder and workmanship of Jesus, our Sav-
ior, through five incredible Bible stories. And build your 
own bot. Come to Gadget’s Garage, the coolest place to 
hang out this summer. 
 
   What: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
    Where: GOOD SHEPHERD 
     Date: AUGUST 10-14 
     When: 9 AM—12 NOON 
 
       Call 503-244-4558 
        to register today! 
 
     
 
     It’s all about Jesus.  
         Every day in every way. 



During recent weeks, the Good Shepherd family prayed for:  

If you are not already participating, please do consider becoming a part of our Prayer Circle Fellowship.  It takes very 
little time on the part of each person—your immediate prayer about the request and a telephone call to the next person 

in the circle.  A brief request gets around quickly, and in that way, many people are praying about the same request. 
Our email strand also has many participants.  If you choose to be a part of the e-mail chain, we just ask that you join 

your prayers to ours in answer to the specific prayer request.   
To be added to either list, contact Dorinne Ross at 503-671-9087 or Bev Olson at olampchop@aol.com 

Michael, Mike, Don, Jay, Judith, Tracy, Esther, 
Terrie, David and Jackie (continued prayers for 
healing from cancer) 

Jeremy, Tim and Dana (continued 
prayers that they come to faith) 

Stan & Louise Friesen (continued 
prayers for healing) 

Family of Bernie Pringle (peace after 
his death) 

Sarah Myers (for healing, 
thanksgiving for successful 
surgery, thanksgiving on her baptism) 

Jean (for successful colon surgery) 

Barbara (for healing) 

James (for healing, thanksgiving that he is recovering 
and able to leave hospital) 

Julie (thanksgiving for benign biopsy) 

School Board (for direction) 

Alfredo (for peace during job search) 

Lois (thanksgiving for finding no cancer) 

Prime Minister Netanyahu (for guidance in leading) 

June Voters Assembly (for guidance in decisions) 

Northwest District Convention 

National LWML Convention 

Newly Elected District Officers (for God’s 
wisdom as they lead) 

All fathers 

Jeanne (for healing) 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

All those within our congregation’s sphere of 
influence who are currently living outside a 
saving life with Jesus 

VOLUME 6,  ISSUE 8 Page 9 

“Pray often; for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice 
to God, and a scourge for Satan.”  

  
—John Bunyan  
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Matthew Cunningham   July 4  

Russell Cunningham    July 6  

Pat Huber      July 16  

Deborah Crawford    July 17  

Susan Howell     July 19  

Marina von Linsowe    July 21  

Marie Wolfram     July 24  

Rachel Parker     July 25  

Elma Harrison     July 27  

Inge Stupak     July 29  

Ray & Shirley O’Dell    July 2  63 years  
Ves & Sondra Fitzhugh   July 4  28 years  
Pat & Barbara Martinmaas   July 8  3 years  
Jim & JoDee Ellis    July 8  3 years  
Curtis & Deborah Crawford   July 11  35 years  
Jim & Karen Geres    July 29  3 years  
Joe & Inge Stupak    July 30  48 years  

God’s Blessings and Congratulations to all who are 
celebrating special days this month!  

We strive to keep our records as up to date as possible.  If we missed 
your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!  
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the key ingredient. 

Who is Good Shepherd? The 
people of Good Shepherd are 
people just like you. They are 
young and old and in-between.  
They have jobs and families and 
many interests. They also love 
Jesus who is their Savior. We 
would like to get to know you 
too. 

[Jesus said:] “I am the Good 
Shepherd; I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me—just as t he 
Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay my life down 
for the sheep.” 

(John 10: 14-15) 

Worship focuses the heart, 
mind, and spirit on God so that 
our strength is focused on 
accomplishing His will. 

Sunday Services: Our Sunday 
worship services vary in form, 
but remain firmly focused on the 
Lordship of Jesus and His saving 
nature in our lives. The differing 
forms allow individuals to best 
express their love for God. 

Celebration of Faith: The 
more formal of our worship 
forms, utilizes formal liturgy and 
traditional hymns. 

Faith Celebration: A praise 
service with lead singers, backed 
by a live praise ensemble. The 
music is lively and relevancy is 

A Few Words About Worship at Good Shepherd 

Shepherding People to Jesus 

We’re on the web! 
www.shepherdingtojesus.org 

3405 SW Alice St. 
Portland, OR 97219 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: (503) 244-4558 
Fax: (503) 244-1396 

Email: office@shepherdingtojesus.org 

Shepherding People to Jesus 


