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Why Lutherans Do What We Do

From protecting our pews to having mandatory-Qelit potlucks, [we are
reviewing] 10 things that help make us Lutherans a unique buseé if any of
them sound familiarBy Gretchen Roberts

[The following was published in the Fall 2009 issue of Thrivent Magazine.
Each month we’ve been discovering one of 10 reasons “Lutherans Do What W
Do”. It's fitting that we conclude with the 10th reason in October, the month of
the Reformation.. And so here it is:]

10 Why Lutherans...
Baptize Babies.

While many Lutherans are baptized as babies, it's actually a nondiscriminator
practice: “We baptize sinners,” Wilken says, as Jesus commanded in Matthe
28:19 (“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”). We’'re not stingy witl
grace. Luther taught that if grace is available, everyone ought to get it ..
including babies.

[And there we have it, 10 Reasons Lutherans Do What We Do from the quirk
to the theological to the traditions. Since this is Reformation month, read on t
learn more about Lutherans and Martin Luther.]
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Mark Your Calendars

SPECIAL DATES October 2010

Please mark your calendars for the following events: S MTWTF S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Mission Sunday 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Columbus Day (Observed) October 11 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Little Lambs Children Sing October 24 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Mite Sunday
Reformation Day October 31 31

LCMS Convention Meeting @ Good Shepherd October 3
LWML Sunday October 10

Worship at Good Shepherd in October

October 3 (Pentecost 19) October 31 (Reformation Day)
Luke 10:25-28 Romans 1:16-17

“Purpose: Love” “Passion: Never Give Up”

October 10 (LWML Sunday)

Psalm 119:105
“Walking in the Word”

October 17 (Pentecost 21)
Romans 5:3-5
“Pain: It Doesn’t Have to Only Hurt”

October 24 (Pentecost 22)
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
“Power: The Ability to Do”
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Pastoral Ponderings

Dardon

= 1 “Be strong and courageous.

Do not be terrified;, do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your
God will be with you wherever
you go.”

'\ (Joshua 1:9)

Most people who have heard me speak, particularly
in Bible classes, have heard me use the word
“postmodern” before. We live in a very postmodern
world, but I'm pretty sure that the majority of our
congregation has no idea what “postmodern” means.
We've noticed that our church isn’t as full as it was
even 15 years ago and definitely not as full as it was
40 years ago. We've noticed that our kids and,
sometimes, our grandkids aren’t in church nor do they
express any particular loss because they aren't in
church. We've noticed societal values have changed,
especially regarding Sunday and the morality that we
see portrayed in the media. The word “postmodern” is
the word that is used by many to summarize what we
have observed over the years.

When we are talking about what is “postmodern”
means that we are dealing with a shift from the
modern. The modern era (1750-1980) was shaped by
an emphasis on reason, seen especially in the
Enlightenment. In the later years of the modern era
reason was used by liberals to deny a supernatural
Christianity and led to teaching that Christianity was a
myth. Conservatives used reason as a basis for proot
oriented Christianity, to “evidence that demands a
verdict.”

Now as we are firmly part of the postmodern era
there are several things we need to realize. We need
to maintain a deep appreciation for our past. Our past
is important. Our past linking us to the church of all
time, but especially from the Reformation and the
Saxon immigration to Perry County, Missouri are
important. Our liturgical heritage is important. What
we are tempted to do in appreciating our past is to
measure everything by our past. But to do this is to
deny our present and ignore our future.

Our present and our future aren’t defined solely
by our past. They are, instead, defined by the
giftedness and the presence of God in us today.
While we take the time to appreciate and celebrate
the actions of God among us in our past, we also
look to the hand of God among us today and where
He is taking us into the future. Our calling is not to
reinvent Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, but, in
keeping with the past, to carry forward what our
congregation has affirmed from its beginning.

We are a church that has taken great risks — to
form as a Christian congregation, to build new
facilities, to begin a preschool, to add a daycare
ministry. Each risk was taken celebrating our past
but also seeing Jesus, the Lord of the church, in our
present and future. Each risk was also taken after
contemplation with prayer and the assurance that
our great God was with us in the venture. I'm
certain that our Lord has even greater risks for us to
take. I'm certain that the Holy Spirit will call upon us
to see how strong our faith really is. I'm certain that
while our congregation has changed over the last
60+ years, it will change even more as we move
into the future. But what will not change, what will
never change, what cannot even think about
changing is the message of salvation in Jesus Christ
that we proclaim. We are, have been, and always
will be a people saved by God’s grace by faith in
Jesus Christ apart from our works.

As a church we are ready to encounter the
postmodern world that is around us. We are
equipped by the Holy Spirit with the tools that we
need to share the message of Jesus in a world that
isn't always excited about Jesus and especially
about His church. In sharing the faith we draw on
our past, knowing that our great God will lead us
into the future.

Shepherding People to Jesus

S e

—Pastor Paul
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Be a Good Steward

Various committees are
writing the church budget for
the coming year. They're
placing their trust in God and
believing in our members
and friends to support the
church's ministry. Let us all
show our faithfulness with
good stewardship through
our time, talents and
treasures.

NS

Talking About Money in God’s House

October is the month when many churches begin fundrdising
for the upcoming year. No doubt a good many pastors and
laypersons approach the task with a bit of dread. nry
Brinton, a Virginia pastor, addressed this in an article enfitled
“It's Tough to Talk About Money in God's Housd.”
Rev. Brinton recalls a woman who attended worship regularly
and consistently thanked him for the spiritual help she jwas
receiving. However, when the stewardship campaign begah and
she was offered the opportunity to make a pledge, she felt
offended and never returned.

Statistics have been gathered about how much the aJerage
churchgoer gives to the church. It turns out that the av@rage
Protestant now gives less than 2.5% of the household ingome.
Sadly, that is down from 3.3% at the height of the Depresgion!
Even sadder is the jarring fact that only 20% of chdrch
members do most of the giving.

“ can't help imagining how much churches, and [he
segment of society helped by churches, would benefit if
everyone would just dig a little deeper when the platg is
passed,” concluded Rev. Brinton.

—Adapted from The Arizona Republic

Offerings: $10,334.65

Fundraising: $105
Total: $17,646.23
Expenses: $21,029.30
Net Loss: -$3383.07

Income: $166.921.56
Expenses: $179,417.91

September 2010:

School Revenue: $6101.85
Investment Income: $1,104.73

Year-To-Date:

Net Loss as of 9/28/10: -$12,496.35

HU
e
3 5

FINANCIAL
HEALTH
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Little Lambs Happenings

Dardon

There are so many things that must happen to
start a new academic year here at Little Lambs
Preschool/Daycare! Thank you to everyone who
has kindly helped get the year started! We were
closed the last week of August , which probably
sounds nice and fun, however it really meant we
had to jump to it and clean up around and under all
the parts of the room; and of course teachers have
to move furniture or they would not be women.
During this same week we were able to do some
sorting and moving things on to another use too.
Sadly, we had to say goodbye to Sunshine Bear; the
kids had worn him out and it was retirement time
for him.

During the week, an entire day was spent
reviewing the student handbook and discussing just
how different matters would be handled so that all
would be in agreement. On Thursday afternoon the
volunteers came in for an hour of training and
preparing the last documentation to prove they
could work with young people. It was a great time
of visiting and learning just what we do here.

The Northwest District of our church body
sponsored an awesome program for the staff of all
their schools on Sensory Processing Disorders,
which we were also able to attend. This class was a
real aid to us as we have encountered some
extremely active boys and girls; it was great to
learn how to easily and effectively deal with them.

So with a clean face and new bulletin boards we
opened back up on September 7 with daycare and
our three-year-olds preschool. The seven three
year olds came with shining faces and great
excitement and not a tear (well, a few parents may

“Faith is a living and unshakeable confidence, a belief in the gra
so assured that a man would die a thousand deaths for its s¢

have shed one or two), but not these kids - they
were ready to learn. Of course the next day
brought the extra four year olds and more
daycare. Can you imagine 14 boys and one girl!?

| forgot to mention the new teacher Lois, who
made herself quickly at home and fits right in with
our staff. God has been good, and we are blessed
with our happy new family. The only sad part is
we lost about four students at the last minute but
just wait, they will be here soon or others that will
find us.

In the middle of that busy time, the final state
inspection was carried through and we have a
new license for another year. Thank you all that
helped!

If you have a moment while here at the Church
grounds, please walk around to the West side of
the annex and see the huge bean plants that are
growing and producing large tasty string beans.
The students started them in early spring, then
planted and watered them all summer, and now
are having fun picking them. Everyone has tried
to eat their special string beans raw.

Anytime you have a few minutes come visit our
classrooms and enjoy our friendly staff and
student body.

Miss Shirley

BINEEED
BACK T0 SCHOOL

—NMartin Luther
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CHILDLIKE FAITH

One Sunday, a retired professor heard his
pastor invite children to come to the chancel steps
for a message. As the children walked forward, so
did the professor. As the children sat on the steps,
so did he.

The pastor wasn't surprised. Knowing that the
congregation would be curious, he mentioned
receiving a call from the professor a few days
earlier. The professor said he'd recently read again
how Jesus called a child to stand before him and
then told the crowd, "Truly I tell you, unless you
change and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:3,

“For some years now | have
read through the Bible twice
every year. If you picture the
Bible to be a mighty tree and
every word a little branch, |
have shaken every one of
these branches because |
wanted to know what it was
and what it meant.”

NRSV).

—Martin Luther

May we all have such a childlike faith.

It's time for the
Fall Family Matinee!

10 Movies Just $9
(That’'s 90 cents Each!)
Plus 2 Adults FREE w/

Each Child w/ a Pass

Get Your Tickets Today!
See Shirley Schwartz

$3 from each pack sold
goes to Little Lambs!

Life Journey is offering eime gatherings this Fall for Free!!

Life Journey has started dime weekly smalgroup Bible study and
discussions for FREE. One study will focusVaitking with God in and
through Daily Work. The other will focus orWalking with God during
Retirement! These gatherings are designed to help restore and orient you
(whether you are employed, unemployed, underemployed or retired) to
grow in your intimacy with a loving God; to hear God speak to you; and
respond by getting involved in His work and activity during 2011.

Studies are led by Carolyn J. Schoenborn of Life Journey Ministries. To
register to be a part of the group please contact 3&B3170 or
www.lifejourneyministries.org or CJ@lifejourneyministries.org After
registration, you will be given a phone number to participate by phone.
There will also be a few resources emailed to you each week that you can
make a hardcopy of in advance of each gathering or see them on your
computer screen through Life Journey’s on line system.

The studies started on Sept. 27, but it's not too late to join in! If you have
any further questions, call the above number or talk to Shirley Schwartz.
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Meet Our Confirmands

Zack cordill Spencer Feryn
Grade: 8th Grade: 8th
School: Jackson Middle School, Portland School: Skyline School, Portland
Hobbies: Soccer, Wake - Skating, Skiing, Hobbies: Soccer, Air Softing, Backpacking
Basketball What I learned in Confirmation Class:
What I learned in Confirmation Class: I learned so much in class | couldn’t think
Being a Christian is more than just going to of just one thing to share.
church on Sundays.

Grade: T7th Grade: 7th
School: Sherwood School: Jason Lee
Middle School Middle School,
Hobbies: Track, Band, , , , Vancouver

. Pictured Left to Right: Zack Cordill, Spencer Feryn, Pastor )
Basketball, Reading Frerichs, Andrew Frerichs, Sophia Mabrouk Hobbies: Computers,
What I learned in Swimming, Biking
Confirmation Class: What | learned in Confirmation Class:
The Bible is the Word of God that helps us God’s love is too big to put into just a few
understand Him. The people in the Bible help words to answer this question.

us relate to what we deal with today. Today
some people find the Bible as a story book,
something with really good stories in it. They
don’t understand the faith in those stories.

Andrew frerichs Sophia mabrouk

VOLUME 7, ISSUE 10 Page 7
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Pillars of the Faith

Because Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses, or
thoughts, to a church door in Wittenberg, Germany, on
October 31, 1517, many Christians remember that day
and the major changes, or Reformation, that resulted.

Luther's theses contained three main pillars, which
have stood for almost 500 years:

“Since it Is God'’s

1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone)The Bible is the
sole authority in matters of faith, life and conduct. "All nature to make
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for Something out of
reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16, NRSV). nothing, we must
2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone)Christians are justified, or .
declared righteous, only through believing in Jesus Christ become nOthmg
as Savior. Although morality and good works are f
important, they alone cannot lead to salvation. "A person before God can
is justified not by the works of the law but through faith .
in Jesus Christ" (Galatians 2:16, NRSV). make somethlng out
3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) Grace is God's of us.”
unmerited, or undeserved, favor. Salvation is a free gift

from our gracious God. "For by grace you have been —NMartin Luther
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God- not the result of works, so that no one
may boast" (Ephesians 298 NRSV).

Martin Luther: A Mightier Roar

In the days of the Cold War, | was able to go to East Germany, (yes, behind the wall) and visit every site
where the great reformer, Martin Luther, had been sent by God. My study of Luther compelled me to
conclude that he had flared forth like a streak of mighty lightning, and that the roaring thunder from his
presence and works still reverberate strongly today.

Intelligence, talent and charisma dwelled in Luther. He was a powerful and brilliant preacher, an author, a
gifted theologian and a translator of the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into German. He was a man of fun
when he gathered with his friends, kidded his wife Kate or played with children on his lap.

He was also a prodigious hymn writer. He composed more than 40 hymns, including “A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God,” which causes Christians to resonate with affirmation and hope.

A further comment about my Luther excursion: At 2:00 a.m., as | slept in a hotel in Erfurt, | was awakened
by the unnerving sound of Soviet tanks roaring on the street below. The tanks roar no more in eastern
Germany, but Christians around the world still rejoice in the wit, wisdom and witness of Martin Luther, and in
his many hymns that renew and sustain us. —Dr. Charles E. Ferrell

I ——— ——
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During recent weeks, the Good Shepherd family prayed for:

Michael, Mike, Don, Tracy, Joe, Jackie, Glen, Judylary (for peace after death of sister aneheisband)
and Kathryn (continued prayers for healing frorﬂ/lary’s son (for healing)

cancer)

Karen (thanksgiving for successful eye surger
Arleen (continued prayers for healing from surgery) ( giving y gery)

. Jane (for successful surgery)
Family of Carol (for peace after her death)

. Judy (thanksgiving cancer treatments going well)
Helen (guidance for doctors as she undergoes testls:z o _
atricia (for healing)

Jim (for healing)

Terry (for healin
Rosa (for healing) y( 9)

) Boni's mother (for healing, God’s will be done)
James (for healing)

Boni & Donna (for safety while travelin
Tami (for healing from seizures) ( y 9

For the spread of Gospel to the nations
Family of Jerry (for peace after his death) P P
Ryan (that he come to faith)

Pat (for healing)

Denise & Greg (for healing)

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries

Raquel (for healing and peace)

Family of Dennis (for peace after his death) S@

o> <
Georgia (for healing) D> (o)
Kathryn's family (for safety while traveling) 33) Be
. o Q
Andrea (for healing) >
. O o
Darlene (for healing) /& @\.
Julie (for healing) J/fOr t\.‘ef:

Deb’s daughter (for healing)

Please notify the prayer chain or church office with updates or new
prayer requests.

If you are not already participating, please do consider becoming a part of our Prayer Circle
Fellowship. It takes very little time on the part of each person—your immediate prayer about
the request and a telephone call to the next person in the circle. A brief request gets around
quickly, and in that way, many people are praying about the same request.

Our email strand also has many participants. If you choose to be a part of the e-mail chain, we
just ask that you join your prayers to ours in answer to the specific prayer request.

To be added to either list, contact Dorinne Ross at 503-671-9087 or Bev Olson at
olambchop@comcast.net

VOLUME 7, ISSUE 10 Page 9
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God’s Blessings and Congratulations to all who are
celebrating special days this month!

Vickie Jepson October 6
Rob Hoskins October 8
Dallas Walczak October 10
Roxann Ireland October 22

Jake Cordill October 23
Jim Geres October 27
Mary Torland October 28
John Ireland October 31

Dick & Vickie Jepson 51 years October 31

We strive to keep our records as up to date as possible. If we missed
your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!

Heartfelt thanks for your get well wishes, T.hank you to al the
prayers and meaningful, beautiful cards. My friends who sent cards and
doctor says theays look good, the healing flowers to me and my
process is progressing nicely. HOORAY!! | so family. - They were greatly
thank God for you, hold you close in tl appreciated!

and prayers and miss you very much
God for our wonderful giving musician

Mary Torland

bless & keep you. PN\ =
Love & Joy to you, Ar|€<a/hank YOU
Notes
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Martin Luther and Music

The Lutheran Church has often been called “the
singing church.”  Lutheran worship has been
enriched over the centuries with a priceless
collection of liturgies, choral works, and hymns
through which people’s faith is expressed
wonderfully and powerfully.

This love of music and singing can be traced
directly to Martin Luther’'s own deep love for music.
Luther wrote: “Next to the Word of God, the noble
art of music is the greatest treasure in the world!
The riches of music are so excellent and so precious
that words fail me whenever | attempt to discuss
and describe them.” This treasuring of music led
Luther to compose some 36 hymns—hymns like “A
Mighty Fortress is Our God” and “From Heaven
Above to Earth | Come.”

For Luther, music was a wondrous gift of God’s
creation. He affirmed the power of music to move
emotions. Luther wrote: “Whether you wish to
comfort the sad, to terrify the happy, to encourage
the despairing, to humble the proud, to calm the
passionate, or to appease those full of hate—and
who could number all these masters of the human
heart, namely, the emotions, inclinations, and
affections that impel men to evil or good? - what
more effective means than music could you find?”

Music also had profound theological implications
for Luther. From Luther’s perspective, music is a
powerful tool in the hands of the Holy Spirit and the
greatest use of music is to carry the Gospel
message. He wrote: “Music and theology alone are

capable of giving peace and happiness to troubled
souls. This plainly proves that the devil, the
source of all unhappiness and worries, fless music
as much as he does theology.” Music was a
critical way to bring worship to life for the

“priesthood of all believers.” Writing hymns and

liturgies in German allowed worshippers to praise
God, not in a foreign language (Latin) but in the

language of their heart. Liturgies and hymns in

their own language meant that worshippers could
participate more fully in worship —and even more
importantly, could have direct access to God in
their prayer and praise. Luther also saw music as
a powerful educational tool. For Luther, there
was no better way for to memorize Scripture or to

teach the Gospel to children and adults than
through sacred verse set to music.

Without a doubt, the legacy of Luther’s love of
music and his own work in musical composition
have inspired countless others to follow in his
footsteps, to cherish the gift of music and to
develop their musical gifts. This legacy has
certainly been a rich part of Concordia University’s
history from the very beginning; and it is certainly
a rich part of our present life together, as
evidenced by the quality of our faculty and
students involved in the wondrous gift of music
here on our campus!

Article by Jim Pressnell, Director of Church Relations

Concordia University
Published in Concordia Connection, Fall 2010
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GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

3405 SW Alice St.
Portland, OR 97219

Phone: (503) 244-4558
Fax: (503) 244-1396

Email: office@shepherdingtojesus.org “Id like to overwhelm them \{vith an appeal
to Christian charity, but I'm not above
winning through intimidation.”

Shepherding People to Jes

-oCps!

From a church bulletin in Seattle, Washington:

LLUS1Ng riayss

We're on the web! »all Hail the Tower of Jesus’ Name”

328:
www.ShepherdingToJesus.org v

Annennoamante

The power of Jesus’ name is that it fowers over all others.

A Few Words About Worship at Good Shepherd

Worship focuses the heart, Who is Good Shepherd? The
mind, and spirit on God so that people of Good Shepherd are
our strength is focused on people just like you. They are
accomplishing His will. young and old and Hpetween.

Sunday Services: Our Sunday They h_ave jobs and families and
worship services vary in form, many |ntere§ts. T_hey al_so love
but remain firmly focused on the Jesus yvho is their Savior. We
Lordship of Jesus and His saving would like to get to know you
nature in our lives. The differing
forms allow individuals to best [Jesus said:] “I am the Good
express their love for God. Shepherd; | know my sheep and

Celebration of Faith: The EwthShekep know mE}udstI ESthfh
more formal of our worship —o.ef KNOWSmeand 1 know the

forms, utilizes formal liturgy and rathher—ﬁnd | lay my life down
traditional hymns. or the sheep.

Faith Celebration: A praise (John 10: 1415

service with lead singers, backed
by a live praise ensemble. The
music is lively and relevancy is
the key ingredient.

facebook.

Good Shepherd is on

Facebook! Join our group
http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?
gid=122760730869




