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February 2011 

Deadline for  
the March Issue of         

The Flock:  
Thursday, February 17  

Valentine’s Day 
Many stories about the origin of Valentine’s Day have come down 

through the centuries. There’s no definitive story, but most revolve 
around the imprisonment of Valentinus (St. Valentine) for his 
disregard of Roman laws.  In the early Christian church, there were 
actually three priests named Valentine or Valentinus. Though they 
didn’t live at the same time, each was said to be holy and each had 
been martyred for his faith. All three priests were designated as 
saints. Around the year A.D. 498, Pope Gelasius declared February 
14 as St. Valentine’s Day. 

Many legends are also associated with Valentine’s Day. For 
example, because birds seemed to arrive and mate in some 
countries in mid-February, human couples came to be called “love 
birds.”  Valentine’s Day came to be associated with love, romance 
and marriage. 

In 1667, the first recorded Valentine card was printed. The day is 
now so popular that only during the Christmas season do people 
mail more greeting cards.  People will give their sweethearts 
countless millions of cards and acres of heart-shaped boxes filled 
with candy. But why wait for Valentine’s Day to share love with 
others? Remember Jesus’ words in John 13:34 (NRSV): “I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another.”  

“Love is the strongest force the world possesses, 
and yet it is the humblest imaginable.”  

—Mahatma Gandhi 



 February 27 (Epiphany 8) 
1 Corinthians 4:8 
“Rich in Christ” 

February 6 (Epiphany 5) 
1 Corinthians 2:2 
“Proclaiming Christ” 
 
 February 13 (Epiphany 6) 
1 Corinthians 3:7-9 
“Growing in Christ” 
 
 February 20 (Epiphany 7) 
1 Corinthians 3:11 
“Building on Christ” 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Worship at Good Shepherd in February 

SPECIAL DATES 
Please mark your calendars for the following events: 
 
Little Lambs Open House (6pm) February 8 

Mission Sunday (Seminarian Norman Frink) February 13 

Valentine’s Day  February 14 

Presidents Day (LLPS/D open) February 21 

Mite Sunday  February 27 
 Little Lambs Students sing in worship  

THE FLOC K 
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“Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.”  (Galatians 6:9)  
 

I’m reminded of the old children’s chant, “Here is 
the church, here is the steeple; open up the doors, 
there’s all the people!” I remember learning that 
when I was young and doing it with the motions quite 
often (my family would add a phrase “Here’s Daddy’s 
office”!) But I’ve been considering lately what it 
means for the church to be and what makes the 
church what it is. Some would say the church is the 
“buildings.” Others, remembering the children’s song, 
would say that the church is “people.” I would side 
with the latter. It doesn’t matter what kind of 
facilities there are if there are not people who gather 
together to be fed through Word and Sacrament. It 
would also not be the church if the people are not 
then sent into their community and spheres of 
influence. 

 As I was doing my monthly reading for TCN, I 
came across the following paragraph, which left me 
thinking even more about the church, who we are, 
and what we do: 

“Why did God create and choose this 
institution called ‘church’? What is this gift that 
God has given us, and how does it impact our 
lives? The church is one of the few organizations 
in the world that does not exist for the benefit of 
its members. The church exists because God, in 
his infinite wisdom and infinite mercy, chose the 
church as his instrument to make known his 
manifold wisdom in the world.” (Breaking the 
Missional Code, Stetzer and Putman, pg. 44) 

 This would be called, to put it mildly, a challenging 
paragraph. Yet, it’s rather important that we take a 
moment to ponder what the church is, who we are, 

and what we do. The above quotation summarizes a 
number of Bible passages regarding the nature and 
purpose of the church; but the most challenging is the 
sentence in italics (the emphasis of Stetzer and 
Putman), “The church is one of the few organizations 
in the world that does not exist for the benefit of its 
members.” I wonder how many red flags went up as 
you read that sentence. To be honest, the first time I 
read it, I questioned it. But shortly thereafter I 
remembered what the Scriptures say about the 
mission of the church; which is, after all, the mission 
of Christ. 

 “For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” 
(Luke 19:10) 

 “Therefore, we are ambassadors of Christ, God 
making His appeal through us.” (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared in 
advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

 “… so that through the church the manifold wisdom 
of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 3:10) 

 Simply put, the Scriptures remind us that we do 
not exist for ourselves. We exist for those who need 
to hear and know Jesus Christ crucified, risen, and 
ascended. This is a great challenge for those who are 
already in the church, for we know what we like 
about the church; in particular, our congregation. Our 
likes can be many and varied. We come because we 
like the music or the liturgy. We come because we 
like the preaching and teaching. We come because 
we like what the church does or doesn’t do. We come 
because we like the people. The problem is that if we 
come to church solely because of what we like, we 
have a tendency to forget those who still dwell in the 
darkness of sin; and we have been called into the 
family of God in order to reflect the light of Christ in a 
sin-darkened world.  (continued on pg 6) 

Page 3 

Pastoral Ponderings 



Valentine-A-Gram 
This Valentine’s Day… Share the Love  

Send a sweet treat to your valentine and help local seniors in need.  Give a 
Valentine-A-Gram to clients, coworkers, teachers or someone special and 
100% of the proceeds will go towards providing hot nutritious meals to 
homebound seniors.  Volunteers will deliver Valentine-A-Grams on 
Valentine’s Day, Monday, Feb. 14, 2011, throughout the greater Portland-
Vancouver area.  

Each Valentine-A-Gram is just $29.95 and includes: 
�x�� Two Classic Cinnabon Cinnamon Rolls 

�x�� A Jamba Juice Cold Drink Tumbler 

�x�� Sun Orchards Orange Juice 

�x�� A Pack of Ready-To-Brew Seattle’s Best 
Coffee         

�x�� A Gift Certificate for a Jamba Juice 

�x�� Shari’s Restaurant Gift Certificate for a 
slice of pie 

�x�� A Special Message from You!   
 
Order online at www.valentine-a-gram.org or call 503.736.6325 

New for 2011:  Send a treat to a senior! 
For an additional $10 you can send a special Valentine's treat to a 
homebound senior. Simply add the amount when you checkout! 

100% of the purchase price goes toward feeding seniors.  The purchase 
of one Valentine-A-Gram provides eight meals for a senior! 

January 2011  (Excludes 1/30):         2011 Budget  
Offerings: $10,580.40      Income: $233,213  
School Revenue: $5,870.85     Expenses: $257,494  
Investment Income: $1,326.32     Budgeted Loss: -$24,281  
Fundraising: $509.42      
Total: $18,621.98        Monthly Income Required to  
Expenses: $19,800.36*      meet anticipated expenses:  
Net Loss: $1,178.38              $21,458 

    
*Expenses do not include $201.67 additional known expenses. 
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What I Want My Church To Be! 

My church is composed of 
people like me.  I help make it 

what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am.  Its 
pews will be filled, if I help fill 

them. 

It will do great work, if I work.  It 
will make generous gifts to 

many causes, if I am a 
generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its 
worship and fellowship, if I invite 

and bring them. 

It will be a church of loyalty and 
love, of fearlessness and faith, 
and a church with a noble spirit, 
if I, who make it what it is, am 
filed with these same things. 

Therefore, with the help of God, 
I shall dedicate myself to the 

task of being all the things that I 
want my church to be. 
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are all on Facebook, the place to be these days, and 
I learned that we are in the proper market for our 
advertising and website.  Bryan spends much time 
working with search engines and for a small 
amount of money we have received many hits and 
gained students.  In fact the speaker made the 
comment: “telephone yellow pages, what is that, a 
thing of the past?”  We are truly blessed with Kira, 
Bryan, Eli and our webmaster a friend of Pastor’s.  
So there my friends - we may be an older 
congregation but we are moving in the right 
direction!  Reach out and embrace those young 
people!   

We have found by adding Daycare that working 
parents want their children to be involved in 
various programs and lessons, but are often too 
busy to take them.  We are putting the final 
touches on being able to offer a gymnastics class 
in the basement one day a week through Oregon 
Gymnastics Academy, and the Royal Kids 
computer class we did last year will be back again. 
Parents pay for these directly—we just supply the 
space and share students.  A win-win for all. 

 Continue to pray for healthy students and 
especially healthy staff members so we can fulfill 
our projects and commitment to “shepherding 
children to Jesus” daily.  God’s blessings to each 
of you.  

 

Miss Shirley 

Little Lambs Happenings  
My sons raised sheep during their 4-H and FFA 

years in High school and so I often think of Little 
Lambs in this manner.  Our flock has been growing 
this month.  I told you last month of our two after 
school  children; what a nice thing for our young 
boys to know and work with these older students.  
Then you all know Joey Parker turned three and that 
day started school and daycare as a Frog.  We’ve 
also been fortunate to add a Vietnamese boy to our 
days.  He speaks very little English, but understands 
much.  He often tries to answer a question with a 
long discussion that we cannot understand; then 
when we least expect it, he answers in perfect 
English.  We are still looking forward to adding a 4 
year old girl to our fold as well.  For all of this we 
constantly thank and praise our God. 

 We’ve been struggling with illnesses in our staff 
this month, but our volunteers have been simply 
awesome and wonderful in helping out.  Some who 
never had considered coming in have at the last 
minute jumped in and helped and this humble person 
can only say thank you and thank you again.  I was  
even put in my place as I was sharing rules with Bev 
Olson and Ruth Ellis when they informed me they 
could handle things, and to get moving to my office 
for a very instructive webinar call on advertising and 
promoting our program. 

 During that call, I was thrilled to learn that we 
here at Little Lambs are right on the cusp of each 
subject.  Little Lambs and Good Shepherd Church 

Little Lambs Preschool/Daycare  
Welcomes Prospective Families  

To Check Us Out at Our Open House  
Tuesday, February 8  �j   6 PM 
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What’s Your Pastor Reading? 
Some quotations from Breaking the Missional Code by Ed Stetzer & David Putman: 

 “Making and multiplying disciples involves three things: (1) living like Jesus lived, (2) loving lik e Jesus loved, and 
(3) leaving behind what Jesus left behind. Therefore, breaking the code involves understanding what it means to make 
and multiply disciples and then being able to apply it to one’s context. Making disciples among urban bikers in 
Southern California looks radically different from making disciples among urban professionals just a few miles away in 
Orange County. However, it all begins with a commitment and understanding of what it means to make a nd multiply 
disciples. This includes living like Jesus lived.” (pg. 76) 

 “When Jesus called his early followers, he called them into a way of life that was radically differe nt from the one 
they knew. What began as a simple invitation, ‘Come, follow me’ (Mark 1:17), became an incredible co mmand. He 
gave the disciples two things to help them follow him – power and a picture. He could have simply given them power, 
but he spent nearly three years modeling the life that he intended them to live. (pgs. 76 -77) 

 “Living like Jesus lived is one thing; loving like Jesus loved is another. Story after story in the Gospels reveals how 
Jesus loved. Obviously, it is the very core of what his character is all about. Jesus teaches us that this love is far more 
than a feeling, but it is a commitment that is lived out in our behavior. It is a radically differen t language than what we 
are used to speaking.” (pg. 78)  

 “What did Jesus leave behind? He left people who lived like him and loved like him. Those who break the code are 
not only committed to making disciples; they are committed to multiplying disciples.” (pg. 78)  

Pastoral Ponderings (cont.) 
relationship with Him; to help them enter that 
relationship; to equip them with the means to foster 
that relationship; and to encourage them to share 
that same relationship with those within their 
spheres of influence. We exist to make and send out 
disciples.  This is what it means when we say that the 
church doesn’t exist for the benefit of its members. 
We exist for the benefit of Christ and the reaching of 
the lost. 
 
 Shepherding People to Jesus 
 
  

 

 

—Pastor Paul 

(continued from pg 3) 

 So, to ask the good Lutheran question, what does 
this mean? Does this mean that we simply toss 
everything that we like? I would hope not. In fact, 
some of our “likes” have great importance, not only 
to us, but as means of communicating the Gospel to 
those outside the fellowship of Christ. But we also 
need to be aware if our “likes” are hindering our 
ability to share the Gospel with our community and 
those in our own individual spheres of influence. It is 
the communication of the Gospel - that Jesus Christ 
came into this world to save sinners, which is first and 
foremost of our priorities and purpose. 

 We exist as a Christian congregation for a very 
distinct purpose. It was the reason we were founded, 
and it’s our reason today. We exist in order to invite 
those who do not know Jesus to come into a 
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Alarm! Alarm! Alarm!  
called it costs the church $250, and if there is a fourth 
time the church’s alarm permit is cancelled. 

This is the only process for closing the church and 
setting the alarm, and if you are unwilling to follow this 
procedure the church will surely have to pay a fine or 
have the alarm permit withdrawn: 

1) Check all outside doors in the church and the 
preschool. 

2) Check all restrooms and turn off the lights and 
fans. 

3) Set the alarm and wait until it says you have 60 
seconds to leave. 

4) If there is a reason why you should not leave, the 
alarm system will tell you. 

Thank you, 

The Trustees 

Many members of Good Shepherd, for various 
reasons, have a key and an alarm code.  Having a large 
number of people with access to the church makes it 
very difficult for the trustees because not everyone is 
willing to take the time to check the building before 
setting the alarm. 

Recently, while the Multnomah County Garden Club 
was meeting down the stairs someone set the alarm 
upstairs.  The trustees were called.  Again, while the NA 
meeting was going on downstairs, the alarm was set 
upstairs.  The trustees were called.  On Christmas Eve 
the last person out of the building did not check the 
northwest doors and the alarm company called the 
police and the trustees at 3:00 AM Christmas morning.  
The the trustees and the police received a call the day 
after Christmas because the alarm company heard a 
thump. 

The first time the police are called for a false alarm is 
free.  The second time the police are called for a false 
alarm the church pays $50.  The third time the police are 

Grief Recovery Weekend 
Are you, or someone you love, grieving the end of a marriage from a death or a divorce?  A grief recovery retreat 

for the widowed, separated and divorced will be held the weekend of March 4 - 6 at The Griffin Center in Milwaukie, 
near Clackamas Town Center. (Registration by February 28 is recommended) 

The retreat consists of presentations by Beginning Experience team members, periods for private personal 
reflection and sharing in small groups. The weekend begins on Friday evening and concludes Sunday 
afternoon. The cost of $195 includes lodging for 2 nights in a double room, meals and resource materials. Special 
arrangement may be made for payment, and partial scholarships are available. 

Please call Margi Harp at 503-390-7971 for more information. You could also email using this address: 
margi8280@comcast.net.   Additional information may be found on the website of International Beginning 
Experience at www.beginningexperience.org. 

 

Beginning Experience, a peer ministry, was created with the help of the founders of Marriage Encounter in the 
70's. The Oregon team, active since 1978, provides 3 healing Weekends each year.  It is a peer ministry of people 
who have benefited from this program and have received training to offer the opportunity to others. 
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A child lives today in dread of the “D’s”.   

“He has,” some say “Dyslexia,” they state, “Disturbed” or just “Dumb,” “Developing Late,” 
“Disordered,” say some.  

The verbiage is strong, the labels profuse, the check -list grows long with prescriptions to use.  

At worst, it’s implied, she has a Disease.  At best it’s Denied, he’s able to please.  

The focus should be, on what she can do.  Rewards he can see, and punishments few.  

A child ought to be assured of an “A”: Accepted, Admired, Adored every day.  

—Author Unknown  

“D” Days 

This is What Happened 
tell me.  I saw it for myself.  I stood condemned.  I had 
been an embezzler! … and I didn’t realize it. 

My budget had revolved around the purchase and use 
of things—good things, nice things, profitable things—
but things, nonetheless.  I would work longer hours to 
get one added comfort after the other, but whether my 
income was $20,000 or $40,000, the Lord could expect 
my $500 each year—and without thinking this through I 
thought this was generous.  All the while, millions in the 
world were not hearing the message of salvation through 
the Savior. 

There’s no use kidding—I was an embezzler.  But 
God in his grace and mercy opened my eyes.  God 
awakened me out of my selfish stupor.  Through God’s 
Word and through my fellow Christians, God challenged 
me to share a first portion and a generous percentage of 
the financial blessings bestowed to me in the cause of 
His Kingdom.  In love, God has chosen me to be a 
partner in the work of the church.  No longer an 
embezzler, now a partner!  I pray for continued grace 
and power that my present percentage for the Lord may 
continue to grow and grow, until some day I may be 
giving a truly sacrificial portion of my income for God, 
who is my joy and my life. 

This is my story. 
From “Stewardship”, May 2010 

This is what happened.  From earliest childhood I 
admired and wanted nice things.  At first, pretty toys 
and games; later, fancy clothes and a car; then, the latest 
and best of household furnishings and gadgets.  To get 
what I wanted was a very big thing in my life.  

I didn’t plan to be an embezzler.  I didn’t plan to 
steal.  I didn’t realize just what I was doing.  If fact I 
thought I was a good Christian.  Then it happened.  
Through our home devotions, our pastor’s sermons, and 
our church’s Every Member Visit, my eyes were really 
opened.  I discovered that my life was badly out of line 
with the pattern of thankful living as a redeemed child of 
God. I was selfish.  I was thinking too much of myself 
and my own pleasure. 

I discovered I was buying many things without 
giving thought to whether it would serve me to God’s 
glory.  I was overly interested in me! 

Next I discovered I had been taking money hand over 
fist … not from my neighbor or friend; but, worst of all, 
from my God.  To my amazement I actually discovered 
that I was not an owner at all.  I was merely a manager 
of what God entrusted to me for a short period of time.  
I owned nothing.  God permitted me to withdraw living 
expenses, but the rest I was to invest for God—this is 
what I learned.  And anything else I spent on myself was 
drawn against “company” (God’s) funds. No one had to 



Vera  (for healing) 

Lynn (for healing and peace) 

Tracy (for healing) 

Tammy (for healing) 

Millie (for healing) 

James (for healing) 

Jon & Lynnette (thanksgiving on pregnancy) 

Lisa (thanksgiving on getting job) 

Gene (for healing, peace for Daphne as caregiver) 

Fero (for healing) 

Transforming Churches Network 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 
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During recent weeks, the Good Shepherd family prayed for:  

Michael, Mike, Don, Tracy, Joe, Jackie, Glen, 
Judy and Kathryn (continued prayers for 
healing from cancer) 

Shirley Schwartz (for healing) 

Judy & Donna (for a safe trip) 

Asia (for healing, good test results) 

Joel (for healing) 

Helen (for healing) 

Mary (for healing) 

Families in Arizona (for healing & peace after 
deaths in shooting) 

Kathryn’s family (for safe return from Japan) 

Michael (for healing, peace, come to faith)  

Stan (continued prayers for healing) 

Ed (for healing, safe surgery) 

Bakken Family (for peace after death) 

Myra (for healing) 

Family of Cheryl & Darrel 

Pam (for healing) 

If you are not already participating, please do consider becoming a part of our Prayer Circle Fellowship.  It 
takes very little time on the part of each person—your immediate prayer about the request and a telephone 
call to the next person in the circle.  A brief request gets around quickly, and in that way, many people are 
praying about the same request. 
Our email strand also has many participants.  If you choose to be a part of the e-mail chain, we just ask that 
you join your prayers to ours in answer to the specific prayer request.   
To be added to either list, contact Dorinne Ross at 503-671-9087 or Bev Olson at olambchop@comcast.net 

Please notify the prayer chain or church office with updates or new 
prayer requests.  

“I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that of 

all about me, seemed insufficient for the day.”  
 

—Abraham Lincoln  
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Cameron Huber    February 2  

Frank Fitzko    February 7  

Jasmine Ellis    February 9  

Nicole Amegblenke   February 11  

Andrew Frerichs   February 17  

Alexandra Nuhring   February 20  

Xander Walczak    February 21  

Christopher Parker   February 24  

Donna Rose    February 26  

God’s Blessings and Congratulations to all who are 
celebrating special days this month!  

We strive to keep our records as up to date as possible.  If we missed 
your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!  

Please update your directory: 
Gene & Doris VanGordon  
10880 SW Davies Rd #121 
Beaverton, OR  97008 

Frank & Jan Fitzko   February 18   54 years  
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Good Shepherd is now a Fan 
Page!  Just type “Good 
Shepherd” in the Search Bar 
and click on Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church—SW 
Portland, then LIKE!  Keep 
up to date with all the latest 
happenings, and tell your 
friends what’s going on! 

Who is Good Shepherd? The 
people of Good Shepherd are 
people just like you. They are 
young and old and in-between.  
They have jobs and families and 
many interests. They also love 
Jesus who is their Savior. We 
would like to get to know you 
too. 

[Jesus said:] “I am the Good 
Shepherd; I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me—just as t he 
Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay my life down 
for the sheep.” 

(John 10: 14-15) 

Worship focuses the heart, 
mind, and spirit on God so that 
our strength is focused on 
accomplishing His will. 

Sunday Services: Our Sunday 
worship services vary in form, 
but remain firmly focused on the 
Lordship of Jesus and His saving 
nature in our lives. The differing 
forms allow individuals to best 
express their love for God. 

Celebration of Faith: The 
more formal of our worship 
forms, utilizes formal liturgy and 
traditional hymns. 

Faith Celebration: A praise 
service with lead singers, backed 
by a live praise ensemble. The 
music is lively and relevancy is 
the key ingredient. 

A Few Words About Worship at Good Shepherd 

Shepherding People to Jesus 

We’re on the web! 
www.ShepherdingToJesus.org 

3405 SW Alice St. 
Portland, OR 97219 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: (503) 244-4558 
Fax: (503) 244-1396 

Email: office@shepherdingtojesus.org 

Shepherding People to Jesus 


